
Officiating - Our Role in the 
Evolution of Ringette



Join Officiating Coordinators 
Tania Pettitt-Tracey and

Jeff Graham as we discuss;

·Brief History of Officiating and its evolution

·Officiating guidelines and distinction for levels of play

·Rule Book vs. Case Book

·Philosophy ςAdvantage Gained

·Aggression and Contact



5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΧ
The history of Officiating 

·The original rules of  Ringette were written in 1963, and have been 

revised over the years to encourage fast-moving team play that is 

safe and free of  intentional body contact.  Major penalties back then 

resulted in banishment from the game!

·The first rule book was only 2 pages long  - today ours is 64 pages 

and is supplemented by a Case Book as well!

·In 1978 the first Officiating certification program and manual was 

created

·In 1983 the 1st official ȰRingette Canada Rule Bookȱwas written

·In 1986 the Ȱextended zoneȱwas introduced



·In 1992 Ringette Canada introduced new "Experimental Rules", 

which included any three in, second control, goalkeeper 

substitution, goalkeeper ring, penalty shot for specific defensive 

play during the last 5 minutes (and overtime)

·In 2002 the Shot Clock was introduced

·In 2004 the NRL was launched

·In 2008 the word Ȱcontrolȱwas substituted in the rule book for 

the word Ȱpossessionȱresulting in a major change for stoppages 

in play controlled by officiating

Did you know continuedΧ



NOCP Classification

Level Category

1 ôCõ caliberC petite (U12)

2 ôBõ B junior (U16)

3 ôAõ A all

4ôAAõ

5 National (CRCs, CWGs)

For example, a é

1C official is considered capable of doing  petite ôCõ games and lower

2B official is considered capable of doing junior ôBõ games and lower

3A  official is considered capable of doing all games within the òAó level of play 

(Open A and below)



Level Attainment Maintenance/Upgrade # of 
Officials

1 ·Attend Level 1 Clinic

·50% pass on written test

·Attend a refresher clinic every 3 years

·Receive an evaluation every 2 years
410

2 ·2 years experience on ice

·Attend 2/3 Clinic ɀ60% pass on test

·2 evaluations at a 2C or higher

·Attend a refresher clinic every 3 years

·1 evaluation needed each season
89

3 ·Obtain Level 2

·3 evaluations at a 3C or higher

·Approval by Officiating Director

·Attend a refresher clinic every 3 years

·1 evaluation needed each season
29

4 ·Attend Level 4 clinic ɀ75% pass 

·4 evaluations at a 4C or higher

·Approval by Officiating Director

·Attend refresher clinic every 3 years

·1 evaluation needed each season
38

5 ·Selection to National Event

·2ÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ #ÈÁÉÒ ÏÆ #2#ȭÓ 

·Approval by National Officiating Dir.

·Attend refresher clinic every 3 years

·1 evaluation needed each season
5



Evaluators and Evaluations

The goal of the evaluation program is to promote consistency of 
officiating mechanics and rule interpretation/application 
according to a National standard.

·Only 46 Evaluators in the Province

·26 Community ςcan give up to a 2A evaluation

·9 Regional ςcan give up to a 3A evaluation

·11 Provincial ςcan give up to a 4A evaluation



Rule Book or Case Book?

Our Current Rule book is 64 pages and outlines the 

rules that govern our sport.

This tool does not provide any insight into ñHow the 

game should be calledò it just outlines what 

constitutes an illegal act.

The Case book is almost 200 pages and takes 

everything defined in the rule book and breaks it 

down case by case.

This tool is the most valuable resource an on-ice 

official has, as it explains all the situations that could 

occur at any given point in a game.



Our Philosophy

The Basic philosophy on-ice officials should endeavor to 
apply to the game is;

άǘƻ penalize a player who, by reason of an illegal act, has 
placed an opponent at a disadvantageΦέ

Rule application is directly related to how the rules of the 
game, which serve as a framework within which all on-ice 
officials work, are applied in relation to the EFFECT their 
violation has on an opponent.



What does this mean?
Successful officials are able to work within the framework 

provided by the playing rules while at the same time 
applying an ADVANTAGE PHILOSOPHY.

In addition to penalizing rule infractions, officials can ensure 
that the game runs smoothly by preventing infractions 
before they occur.

Examples of this include; verbal direction, early calling of 
penalties to demonstrate acceptable limits, close 
observation of the play and consistent decision making.



/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ DŀƳŜ
·Lƴ ǘƘŜ улΩǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƎƘǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƎŀƳŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ 

basketball  - the number of infractions called was much 
greater and the equipment the players wore was much 
less ςmost players wore volley ball knee pads and shin 
pads were not mandatory!

·Lƴ ǘƘŜ флΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 
style and equipment had to improve ςshoulder pads, 
plastic shin and knee pads and hockey gloves were now 
mandatory ςbody contact and slashing were the most 
called infractions



/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ DŀƳŜ
)Î ÔÈÅ άΪΪΪȭÓ 4ÅÁÍ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÓÔÙÌÅ ÏÆ ÐÌÁÙ ÈÁÓ ÆÉÌÔÅÒÅÄ 

down resulting in:

Physical play 

· the cross check or push out at the top of the triangle

·Ȱ2ÕÂÂÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȱ Á ÐÌÁÙÅÒ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÁÒÄÓ

·Hits from behind

!ÎÄ ÌÅÓÓ ȰÖÉÏÌÅÎÔȱ ÐÅÎÁÌÔÉÅÓ ÌÉËÅȠ

·Slashing  

·Interference



Where do we go from here?
In the past changes to the style of play have dictated the 

direction of officiating.

We are interested in hearing what the players want 
(sorry parents!) ɀIf players want to continue to play a 
physical style of game, then why would we change 
what we are calling?

Ontario cannot drastically change their style of 
officiating compared to the rest of Canada, but we can 
bring your suggestions and feedback to Ringette 
Canada ɀplease feel free to let us know what you want 
to see!



Thank You!!

Any additional comments or questions?



Definitions 
Possession

The player/team that last contacted or controlled the ring has possession of the 
ring.

Control

Control of the ring is gained when:
Ɇ Á ÓËÁÔÅÒ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÉÃË ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÎÇȟ ÐÒÏÐÅÌÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÉÃËȟ ÏÒ ÂÁÔÓ ÏÒ 
kicks the ring.

Ɇ a goalkeeper, within the goal crease, prevents the ring from entering the net and 
the ring comes to rest inside or contacting the goal crease.

Ɇ Á ÇÏÁÌËÅÅÐÅÒȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÔȟ ÐÒÏÐÅÌÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÎÇ 
with the stick, or bats or kicks the ring.

Ɇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ÃÒÅÁÓÅȢ

NOTE:  For the free pass and goalkeeper ring, the team awarded the free 
pass, or goalkeeper ring, is deemed to be in control of the ring until it 
exits the free pass circle or crease.


